
  

 

ODPC News & Notes 
August 2020  

From the President & Festival Manager 

Kathy Rayman 
 

It is August of 2020 and our Funfest dates passed without the Funfest 
happening. It was a difficult decision to cancel the Funfest, but, yet again, 
it wasn’t difficult at all. To me, the writing was on the wall that this Pan-
demic was going to be bigger than we all expected and our guess was 
right. To those of you who went to the Osceola Fairgrounds to camp and 
jam, good for you. I hope you all had a great, healthy and musically good 
time. 

Twenty-twenty will be a year we will never forget for so many reasons, the 
Pandemic being one of them. Protecting our health is our most important 
role during this Pandemic. Unfortunately, it wasn’t the only thing that could 
take our family/friends away from us. In May, our Treasurer, Deb Stewart, 

had been taking care of her husband, Joe, for months as he battled cancer. It was wearing and she 
was exhausted. On Monday, May 18th, Joe lost his battle with cancer. Simultaneously, Deb suffered 
a massive stroke on the same day. Deb’s deficits from this stroke were more than she would have 
wanted to live with and she joined Joe in heaven on May 29th. This loss has impacted our Club and 
our Board members tremendously. Our ODPC Funfest team is a close knit group and it has shaken 
us at our core. The loss is indescribable. Deb will be forever missed.  

Before the loss of Deb, Sue Crandle had made the tough decision to retire as Secretary to the Board 
and had transitioned her Workshop Leadership role to Peggy Peryam. Fortunately, Sue has stayed 
on due to the loss of Deb Stewart, until we are able to find volunteers for both positions.  

We need a Treasurer. We need a Secretary. And, we need a Youth Program Director. If you would 
be interested in filling one of these positions, please let me know. Sue Crandle’s name will stay on 
the ballot because she has agreed to stay on the Board until we fill the Treasurer position. The future 
of Original Dulcimer Players Club balances on people who love the Club and the Funfest enough to 
donate their time and talents to keep our Traditional/Musical Family Reunion (Funfest) alive and well. 

The Board will continue to plan for the 2021 Funfest. Our meetings will continue to be held via Zoom 
until the Pandemic is gone. 

For those who haven’t renewed their membership, there is still time to do so by mailing a check for 
$5.00 to me at 62030 Indian Trail, Ray, MI 48096. 

God bless you and keep you safe during this Pandemic. May his light shine upon us! 

Meeting Notice  
As noted above, our October 3rd meeting will be a virtual meeting via ZOOM. The meeting will begin at 11:00 a.m., 
with election following. Election results will be announced during the meeting as well as in the Winter Newsletter. 
 
Information about how to attend the online meeting will be available later in September. Email either Kathy at presi-
dent@originaldulcimerplayers.org or Sue at secretary@originaldulcimerplayers.org for more information if you wish 
to attend. 
 

Sue Crandle 

ODPC Secretary 
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ODPC Officer Candidate Biographies 

Gail Perna  Running for the position of vice president is Gail Perna. She has served the ODPC 
as secretary of the board as well as newsletter editor, and now serves as vice president and 
stage show chair. She was instrumental to the development of the Funfest Manual, a policy 
manual that offers guidelines and duties for all festival positions, and she also worked on the 
major overhaul of the bylaws in 2010. Her focus is on keeping the promotion of the hammer 
dulcimer at the forefront of the club’s mission, as well as to work to make Funfest appealing 
to the next generation.  
As vice president, she has focused on board policies and meeting procedures. She has worked 
to create a policy manual to guide the board in the implementation of the bylaws, as well as 
other club programs, positions and duties.  

Sue Crandle  Sue has been an active member and volunteer in the ODPC for many 
years. Before retiring, she owned and operated a computer graphics business, 
designing and publishing advertising circulars and newsletters, as well as designing, 
organizing and publishing a 1,100 page quarterly catalog. She brings to the job of 
Secretary her strong work ethic and team spirit, well-honed organizational skills, and a 
great enthusiasm for this club she loves. It has been her pleasure to be a part of the 
ODPC board the past six years, and looks forward to serving the next term if elected.  

Executive Board Candidates 
The deadline to submit a name for candidate to be placed on the ballot was July 31, 2021 Those named above represent 
the candidates who were submitted by the Nominating Committee. All candidates will serve in these positions for two 
years if elected. It is VERY important that you participate in this election. Share your opinion of how you view the di-
rection of the ODPC and its accomplishments the past two years by how you mark your ballot. Even if you cannot 
attend the meeting to vote in person, please submit your ballot to the secretary before the September 26 deadline for 
absentee ballots. 

Kathy Rayman is the incumbent for the position of president.  She states that serving as 
the O.D.P.C. President for the last four years, along with serving for four years as first vice 
president, has been a great experience.  Her guide, as she executes her job as President, is 
having a clear vision of doing the right things for the right reasons.  She also credits an en-
thusiastic and supportive Board, and an amazing Fair board President, Rick Sherman, and an 
accommodating Fair staff (Cheryl Sherman and Sally Eaton) as key elements of her success-
es.  She is enjoying the experience and states that it is beginning to be really fun.  She and 
her husband, Mark, reside in Ray, MI.  She has three children, four dogs, three cats and 
eight grand-dogs.  By giving of herself, she has found she gets so much more in return.  
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Official Ballot for ODPC Officers 
October 3, 2020 

Please Circle Your Choice 

President: 
Kathy Rayman Yes No Write In: _______________  
 
Vice President: 
Gail Perna Yes No Write In: _______________  
 
Secretary: 
Sue Crandle Yes  No Write In: _______________  
 
Treasurer: 
   Write In: _______________  

Ballots must be mailed to the ODPC Secretary 
All mailed ballots MUST be RECEIVED no later than September 26, 2020 

See instructions below 

Voting Directions 
Only those who are registered members with the secre-
tary are allowed to vote. If you registered two names on 
the membership form, each person may submit a ballot 
using the same set of envelopes for mailing. Do not place 
two votes on the same ballot. There will NOT be an in-
person meeting. All ballots must be mailed and must 
reach the secretary by Saturday, September 26. 
 
Ballots should be mailed to: 
Sue Crandle 
4651 Valleyridge Ave. S.W. 
Wyoming, MI 49519 
 
Use the ballot above or print your own if you need two. 
Using two envelopes, place the completed ballot(s) inside 
the unmarked inner envelope and address the outer enve-
lope. The back side of the outer envelope must contain 
the printed name and signature of each voter. The un-
marked inner envelopes will be opened during the virtual 
meeting. Ballot is for four positions: President, Vice Presi-
dent, Treasurer and Secretary. 

Officer Candidates 

The deadline to submit a name for candidates to be 

placed on the ballot was July 31, 2020. 

 

Those named above represent the candidates who 

were submitted by the Nomination Committee. All can-

didates will serve in these positions for two years. 

 

It is VERY important that you participate in this elec-

tion. Share your opinion of how you view the direction 

of the ODPC and its accomplishments the past two 

years by how you mark your ballot. 

 

Biographies for each officer candidate are in this issue 

of the newsletter. 
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Kathy Rayman 
President/Funfest Manager 
62030 Indian Trail 
Ray, MI 48096 
president@originaldulcimerplayers.org 
Cell: (586)709-6180 
 
Gail Perna 
Vice President/Stage Shows 
8220 Buchanan 
Allendale, MI 49401 
vicepresident@originaldulcimerplayers.org 
 
Sue Crandle 
Secretary/Workshops 
4651 Valleyridge Ave SW 
Wyoming, MI 49519 
secretary@originaldulcimerplayers.org 
 
Treasurer 
 
 
 
 

Mary Peka, Trustee 
trustees@originaldulcimerplayers.org 
 
Bill Beyerlein, Trustee 
trustees@originaldulcimerplayers.org 
 
Scott Freeman, Trustee 
trustees@originaldulcimerplayers.org 

Bill Beyerlein, Gates 
gates@originaldulcimerplayers.org 
 
Jim Rathbun, Vendors 
vendors@originaldulcimerplayers.org 
 
Scott Freeman,  
Publicity & Stage Mgr. 
publicity@originaldulcimerplayers.org 
 
Deb Gorby, Youth Program 
youth@originaldulcimerplayers.org 
 
Gail  VanAmberg, Education 
education@originaldulcimerplayers.org 
 
Jim Curtiss, Historian 
historian@originaldulcimerplayers.org 
 
Freeman Gillmore, ODPC Jam Coordinator 
jams@originaldulcimerplayers.org 

ODPC News & Notes 
Sue Crandle, Secretary 
4651 Valleyridge Ave SW 
Wyoming, MI 49519 

Summer 2020 

All ODPC members are invited to 
submit articles for publication in 
our newsletter. Deadline for the 
Fall issue is October  15, 2020 

More ODPC information at originaldulcimerplayers.org. Festival information and updates at evartdulcimerfest.org 


