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A Note from our President

Dear ODPC Members,
I’m sending a quick note to make sure all members know that the FunFest is on track to take place in July 2022.
Planning continues, full speed ahead!
Please help us spread the word that the FunFest is back! Word of mouth advertising has always been critically
important to the success of the Evart FunFest. We could use your help.
If you have a Facebook account, there’s an easy way to help us publicize the 2022 FunFest. Make sure that you
Like our Facebook page, and then Share the Facebook Event for the FunFest.
“Thank you!”
Kathy Rayman
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A letter from Martha Richard, ODPC Fun Fest Workshop Coordinator
Dear Workshop Leaders,
Happy New Year! Hello, my name is Martha Richard and I will be the workshop coordinator for the upcoming 2022 Evart
Funfest. This is your invitation to lead workshops during our 2022 ODPC festival on July 14 – 17, 2022. Many of you are
returning workshop leaders and are familiar with the fairgrounds and the festival. We appreciate your time and talents
sharing your love of music with us. This is my first year as coordinator and I hope to make this event a great success for
all of us.
To submit your workshop application, simply reply to the email with the following information. If you are submitting
more than one class, you may include several classes in the same email. We are suggesting that you choose your 3
favorite workshops to offer. Use this format for each workshop:
Name:
Instrument:
Skill Level:
Pre-beginner Beginner Intermediate Advanced
Class title:
Short description of class: Please limit to 3 or 4 lines.
Willing to repeat this class?
Day or time of day preference: Scheduling preferences will be honored as much as possible. If there is a specific day or
time of day that you cannot teach, be sure to indicate. If your workshop includes religious materials, please indicate in
your submission. In the event you need to make changes in your workshop after submission, simply send me an email at
marthaodpcworkshops@gmail.com.
If you are interested in appearing on one of the stage shows, please contact Scott Freeman at
scottfreeman12@gmail.com.
If you are interested in renting a space in the vending area, please contact Jim Rathbun at dulcidude@gmail.com.
General information:
The ODPC’s mission is to provide and preserve the art of playing the hammered dulcimer, and the Funfest is primarily a
hammered dulcimer festival. All acoustic instruments are welcome and encouraged. Fifty percent of our workshop time
is dedicated to hammered dulcimer with the remaining time set aside for other instruments such as mountain dulcimer,
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guitar, uke, fiddle, and mandolin. Since time and space are limited, classes teaching technique and skill development will
be given preference in the schedule. Limited spots are available for music storage devices and vocals.
Workshops will be held on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. with an hour break for lunch at noon.
Each class begins on the hour and should run for 50 minutes. If you have items to sell, allow time within the 50 minutes
to do this. Multiple hour sessions are welcome. Make sure to indicate on your class description if you need two
sessions for your workshop.
Erasable white boards, easels, and markers will be available in each workshop area. If you have any other teaching aide
type need, indicate on your workshop description. Microphones and amps are provided in most workshop areas. If you
use this equipment, please return it to its storage box at the end of your session. Only amps provided by ODPC may be
used in the workshop area, but if you have a hands-free mic or mic stand, feel free to use it.
An ongoing problem has been blocked doorways in workshop areas. As you plan your session please reserve the last 10
minutes for selling items and then move your sales to an outside area.
Handouts: ODPC’s copy machine is provided as a convenience for our workshop leaders and students. Please limit use
to making copies for the 2022 ODPC festival only. To save time, make sufficient copies of your handouts before you
arrive at the festival. Save your receipts and bring them to the festival headquarters for reimbursement during the
festival. The ODPC is willing to reimburse you for workshop materials but strongly suggests only 2 pages per student per
class. If your material is more than 2 pages, please refer students where they can obtain more copies online after class.
Please provide me with a PDF of your class materials to have on hand for copying during the festival. Send in the PDF
well ahead of the festival. If you run out of copies during the workshop send someone to the office to get more made.
Often it is easier to ask the students to stop by the office after class to obtain a copy.
Workshop submission deadline is April 1, 2022. Please return your completed application as soon as possible to ensure
inclusion in the program.

Martha Richard
11664 Boston Road
Boston, Kentucky 40107
(502) 833-3240 or (502) 230-0947
marthaodpcworkshops@gmail.com
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Need met: Mary Jensen graciously agreed to be the Leader for the Hammered Dulcimer Pre-Show group.
Thank you Mary!
There will be a Hammered Dulcimer stage Pre-Show on Saturday evening before the concert. All Hammered Dulcimer
players are welcome and encouraged to participate. Mary says that even if it is your first day with a Hammered
Dulcimer, join the group and participate in the Pre-Show. You can air hammer and no one will ever know.
Participating in the Hammered Dulcimer Pre-Show is a great way to meet some new friends and be a part of a
traditional Fun Fest event. The five songs that will be played are:

1. Whiskey Before Breakfast
2. Festival Rag
3. Southwind
4. Prairie Flower
5. Hey Polka
6. Bucket Man Blues
There will be two practices before the performance. One will probably be on Wednesday or Thursday of that week
and the second will be Saturday, the day of the performance late in the afternoon. Exact times will be determined
and posted in the newsletter before Fun Fest. We will post two songs a month in the newsletter to make sure you
have time to practice. This month we are posting, Hey Polka and Bucket Man Blues.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZIgeWEYrDiA

Page 6 of 16

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZIgeWEYrDiA
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ODPC Memories from Linda Foley
To promote the dulcimer, the founding members of the Original Dulcimer Players Club gave free concerts at different
locations around Michigan. These slowly grew into our current meetings. The members performed one at a time at
these concerts. As this was before electronic tuners, perhaps it was necessary.

The first meeting I ever attended was not a concert BUT
before the jam session it was customary for everyone to
take turns playing a tune alone, much to the horror of the
beginners. This brings me to wonder if the original plan for
the Fun Fest stage show was a concert designed to
showcase the individual styles of the membership. I
remember when Jack Lewis was president, one of the
founding members came to the Fun Fest and commented
that there were not enough dulcimers on stage. This was
confusing because every act had at least one dulcimer!

Jack later learned that she wanted to hear one dulcimer along, by itself.

I remember when there was a sign up sheet at the office. If you
wanted to play on stage, you signed up. Old timers and
newbies alike were welcome. If enough people didn’t sign up,
the show manager would go around the grounds talking people
into taking a slot in the line up. I was talking into it a time or
two. Curt’s dad came to Evart and saw his former barber,
ninety years old, playing fiddle with a group on stage. He was
much impressed.

Many used the confidence they gained on the Fun Fest stage to
form their own bands. Some went on to make recordings and play professionally. Some came back in hand made
costumes with skilled arrangements of great music. For many, Evart was their first experience playing on stage or being a
workshop leader. The Fun Fest helped them decide if they could perform or teach, or even if they wanted to.
When Jay Round was president, he began recording the concerts in order to make a “best of” album (I remember LP’s?).
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A waltz that I played was chosen for the album so I was asked to play on the Saturday night show to promote it. My
previous time on stage was an afternoon show. At the time, Saturday night was the only show open by invitation only. I
was so wound up with adrenaline that I crashed soon after the concert and missed the Saturday night jam. And it was a
good one too. Curt told me that he was brought to tears by the Roma music of Bob Spinner, Bob Hubbach and Bill
Webster. I haven’t been on the Fun Fest stage since. The jams are much more important to me.
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MEET CHRIS FOSS: ODPC MEMBER AND DULCIMER LUTHIER!
Being a band geek and having a mother who was a
piano teacher and choir director, I was always
around music. I’ve played the banjo, guitar,
mandolin, trombone, fiddle, ukulele, and more. But
when I first heard the hammered dulcimer played
by a guy busking on the street in Key West, FL
January 1, 1976, I knew I had to get my hands on
one. I thought it was the coolest sound I’d ever
heard, and he was even playing my kind of tunes!
Little did I know that moment would alter the
course of my life.
Ever since I saw my first fine guitar, I wanted to
make instruments. But being a poor college student
at the time, I doubted I would ever afford one. So
why not make one myself? In early 1979, I went to
Charles Fox’s School of Guitar Research and Design
in South Strafford, VT. It was one of the high points of my life.
There is something I loved about learning, developing, and honing my building skills. I realized the work of a craftsman
was in itself a work of art. This process was no different than for someone who paints a picture; it comes from the same
creative place inside. But what I enjoy most about making instruments is that they are not objects that would sit
uselessly on someone’s countertop to collect dust. I was creating an object with perhaps the most meaningful purpose;
an object used to create the art of music.
I came away from the school with a good guitar, a mandolin, and an even stronger urge to build instruments. And I did
for a while, but starvation and the demands of a growing family made me find paying work, and I went into the cabinet
business.
I did mainly installation work, but by my 40th birthday, I was having too much back pain, and the urge to make
instruments was still strong. So, I got up that day and told everyone I was going to quit the cabinet business and start
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building instruments full-time. My mom said, “Oh!”, stamping her foot. My dad said, “Oh….” with a hand to his
forehead, gently shaking his head. My boss said, “You’ll be back in a month.” My wife at the time said, “But what’ll we
do for money?” It was the worst day of my life. But I quit my job anyway.
I started Jan 1, 1992, making mandolins. I had a good little design that was easy to produce, and fun to play. But
marketing them started looking like an uphill battle; I never was much of a salesman. Then that February I was in Tucson,
AZ trying to sell some of my mandolins, but I instead met a guy that had a hammered dulcimer kit company that he
wanted to sell.
I had always wanted a hammered dulcimer since that day
long ago in Key West, and he didn’t want much for the
company. It looked like it would subsidize the mandolin
operation, and he had a great mailing list to go with it, so I
bought it. I took all the equipment home, set it up, made one
dulcimer to make sure I could, and sent out letters to his
whole list. Three days later the phone calls with orders
started to come in. It was amazing! The hammered dulcimer
took over my life.
I haven’t made a mandolin since!
I don’t know why all this happened, but I did know the day I met the guy with the kit company that this was what I
meant to do. It just felt right, and all my training dovetailed perfectly with it. I took the kit guy’s designs and gradually
changed them into what I thought they should be. I get these ideas out of the blue and they won’t leave me alone until I
try them. Not sure where they come from, don’t think it is me.
The hammered dulcimer looks simple, but it is deceptive.
The design variables are limitless. The design aspect has
been engrossing, sometimes aggravating, but always
rewarding; even when my experiments are a failure. Over
the years the dulcimer has taught me and is still teaching
me SO MUCH.
That decision on my 40th birthday has not been a good
one financially, but it was the right one. I am so much
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richer for the things I have been allowed to do, and the people I have been able to meet. I believe everyone has an
inborn talent or proclivity that they were born for, and building hammered dulcimers are mine.
These days my wife Melanie and I work together building, stringing, packing, and shipping our hammered dulcimers. We
have also hired a talented apprentice named Christopher Bierstedt, a classical violinist, and violin craftsman. He has
quickly become essential to our operation, and at this point don’t know what we would do without him.
Our business has continued to grow, even during the pandemic. We have managed to find the silver lining in the supply
chain debacle by now ensuring all our products are 100% American-made. No more overseas ordering; Melanie now
heads the operation and construction of our new handmade dulcimer cases. Along with her friend Diane Merritt, we can
now offer quality-crafted cases of our own. We are truly blessed.
We know every detail of every instrument that we send out. Our joy has
turned out to be helping folks with their music, and this extends to the
dulcimers we build. When we are working on them, we are constantly mindful
that they are going to belong to somebody. And we hope our hammered
dulcimer will be the joy of that person’s life.
I think the best way I can support hammered dulcimers players around the
world is by helping create a strong community. We always say that hammered
dulcimers are social creatures. They need friends! They get you out of your
house to go find others to play with. And since the hammered dulcimer has
taken me to amazing places and into contact with some of the most
wonderful people over the past 30 years, I aim to link these hammered dulcimer players together. Near or far, we can all
play music together.
I love the ODPC FunFest! Like a friend of mine says, “The most fun you can have with your socks on!” I love the people, I
love the place, I love meeting new friends, I love the things that go on, and most of all I love the jamming! I can hardly
wait for July to come!
I strongly advocate joining a dulcimer Facebook group, checking out your local music scene and joining a jam session, or
visiting a fun festival like Evart. Being around and speaking with other players helps you learn faster, keeps you
motivated, helps you connect and make friends, and just have a grand ol’ time enjoying the music you love.
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With my years of experience both building and playing the dulcimer, I also hope to be a helpful resource for newbies. I
like to recommend excellent teachers like Brett Ridgeway and Jess Dickinson who can easily break down the instrument
so it is easy to understand. I also have uploaded tons of songs on Songbird’s YouTube channel to help people learn new
tunes.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yH-7WR8vvg4&list=PL7t6XMXzbvkT5VWKwMbDMS99jXo4Txa5P
Our most recent project has been the development of our blog. https://songbirdhd.com/blog/
We are featuring interviews with dulcimer players from across the globe, as well as tips and tricks for making your
dulcimer last a lifetime. We believe the more we can link hammered dulcimer players together and be a helpful resource,
the more we can all learn from each other and enjoy the world of beautiful, hammered dulcimer music.
Chris Foss
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Meet the Thornapple Valley Dulcimer Society

The Thornapple Valley Dulcimer Society became an official group in January 1984. The group started with 20 dulcimer
players on a Saturday afternoon 37 years ago, and formally organized a club for the Hastings, Michigan area. The club
was started by Stan and Bud Pierce of Hastings. Called the Thornapple Valley Dulcimer Society, its purpose was to "have
fun while promoting interest, preserving tradition, and providing education as it pertains to the hammered dulcimer and
its music".
Stan Pierce was an avid dulcimer player, and was president
for many years, at least 25! At his passing, it was said that
Stan never had a bad word to say about anybody! And I
think that is a sign of a good leader. He wrote several
songs, Saturday Night Waltz, Thornapple Jig, and Bud's
Waltz which we play at the club. He will always be
remembered!! He was at Evart every year and a jam was
held and attended by club members.
The purpose is still being carried on today, 37 years later.
The hammered dulcimer dates back to 1500 B.C. It was very
popular in the late 1800's and the early 1900's and was often played for square dances and barn dances. The dulcimer fit
under the early settler’s wagon seats and was carried around the country during the lumber era.
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The hammered dulcimer has a beautiful sound and if you can hum a tune, you can learn to play one. The club meets
monthly at the Maple Leaf Grange, Nashville, MI on the fourth Saturday of the month on most months. The club
performs in various places upon request.
We welcome new
players and all types
of non-electrical
acoustic string
instruments. We have
guitars, bass,
mandolins, autoharps,
mountain dulcimers,
musical saw, and
other instruments in
the club. We also have instructors and workshops to help you learn the instrument. We welcome listeners of good
music, and the very beginners too!!! Come join us!!!
We have a website, thornapplevalleydulcimer.org and you can always contact me with any questions at
paulabrawdy@gmail.com

Sincerely,
Paula Brawdy, President, Thornapple Valley Dulcimer Society
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Festivals 2022
23rd Annual Dulcimer Workshops
March 19, 2022
Kansas City, Missouri
lindadan.com

Crooked Road Dulcimer Festival
May 22 - 26
Ferrum College, Ferrum Virginia
ferrum.edu

Palestine Old Time Music and Dulcimer Festival
March 24 - 26
Palestine, Texas
oldpalmusic.com

Hammered Dulcimer Rendezvous
May 19 - 22
Sandy, OR
nwdulcimer.com/?page_id=737

Upper Potomac Spring Music Weekend
March 25 - 27
Online!
www.upperpotomacmusic.info/spring-music-weekend

QuaranTUNE Dulcimer Festival
June 2 - 5
Online!
https://www.virtualdulcimerfest.com/

Poconos Dulcimer Festival
April 22 - 24
East Stroudsburg, PA
www.poconodulcimer.club/pocono-dulcimer-festival

Indiana Fiddler’s Gathering
June 24 - 26
Battle Ground, IN
indianafiddlersgathering.org

Buckeye Dulcimer Festival
April 27 - May 1
Ashley, Ohio
buckeyedulcimerfestival.com

Kaufman Kamp
June 12 - 18 Old Time Music Week
Marysville College
Marysville, TN
www.flatpik.com/steve-kaufmans-acoustic-kamp-overview

Berkeley Dulcimer Gathering
May 13 - 15
TBD
berkeleydulcimergathering.com

Kentucky Music Week
June 19 - 24
Bardstown, KY
kentuckymusicweek.com

Dulcimer Week in the Wallowas
July 3 - 9
Wallowa Lake, Joseph, OR
wallowadulcimer.com

Midland Folk Music Festival
August 25 - 27
Midland, MI
www.folkmusicsociety.org

ODPC Funfest
July 14 - 16
Evart, MI
Evartdulcimerfest.org

Dulcimer Chautauqua on the Wabash
October 13 - 16
New Harmony, IN
dulcimerchautauquaonthewabash.com

Gateway Dulcimer Festival
August 5 - 7
Fairview Heights, IL
gatewaydulcimer.org

Black Mountain Music Festival
October 15 - 20
Black Mountain, NC
blackmountainmusicfest.com
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