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ODPC Newsletter 
Original Dulcimer Players Club 

     Update from our President:  Kathy Rayman 

Welcome Fall, Y’All!    
 
Our fall meeting was held via Zoom on October 2nd.  I missed that the agenda 
was all rolled into one Board meeting.  We have had so many meetings where 
there were no members and no items         specifically for just members, we be-
gan to have just one meeting agenda.  That was a mistake and I will make sure 
that doesn’t      happen again.  It caused problems to be sure.  I will work with 
Tim to make sure we get back to the agenda with both meetings on there when 

it is two separate meetings.  We heard the voice of those that spoke at that Board meeting.  Our 
new board will spend some time getting to know each other and become a cohesive unit to serve 
the members.  Remember, we have trustees to bring your  concerns to us or contact a board mem-
ber directly.  586-709-6180 or kathykathyrayman@gmail.com 
 
I would again like to thank Mark Grobner, Paula Brawdy and Mary Peka for their time and dedica-
tion.  I forgot to thank Mary on Saturday.  Mary will return as the Office Manager  helping out Tim 
Davidson.   
 
We need you.  We have many open positions that need to be filled.  We need a     Workshop Leader 
and a Youth Workshop Leader.  
Additionally, we have committees that would certainly welcome help in their areas. 

 Funfest Committee: Kathy Rayman, Board members and committee chairs only 
 Bylaws Committee:  Mark Wade - Please let him know if you are  interested. 
 Technology Committee: Scott Freeman, Tim Davidson and Brian  Burchett 
 Gates:  Jim Newtown, Treasurer - Bill Schulte and Bill Beyerlein - Please sign up for gate 

shifts. 
 Office:  Tim Davidson and Mary Peka 
 Workshops:  Leader and Freeman Gilmore (including state flags) 
 Youth Workshops:  Leader and Assistant 
 Stage Shows:  Scott Freeman 
 Stage setup/teardown:  Scott Freeman and volunteers 
 Vendors:  Jim Rathbun 
 Newsletter:  Kathy Hoath & Mary Colgan 

 
The Board and Committees will continue to plan for the 2022 Funfest.  Our meetings will continue to be held 
via Zoom during the rest of the Pandemic.  Zoom has been a wonderful tool allowing us to see and be heard 
while debating and making decisions.   
 
God bless you and keep you safe during this Pandemic.  May his light shine upon us! 

 

October 2021 
 



 2 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Kathy Rayman, President     kathykathyrayman@gmail.com 

Gail Perna, Vice President    ashebury@aol.com 

Tim Davidson, Secretary        secretaryodpc@gmail.com 

Jim Newtown, Treasurer        treasurerodpc@gmail.com 

Brian Burchett, Trustee           bburchet@gmail.com 

Mary Colgan, Trustee               creativegirlatheart@gmail.com 

Mark Alan Wade, Trustee        markalanwade@gmail.com 

Hello fellow ODPC members, 

 

My name is Kathy Hoath and I volunteered, along with Mary Colgan, to put a monthly 

newsletter together for our club.   The first few issues will be trial and error and Mary 

and I need your thoughts and input to make the newsletter informative and interesting. 

The first issue includes:  

 A note from our President 

 Board members names and contact information 

 Meet a performer and teacher 

 Meet a member 

 An introduction of our new board members 

 Tune of the month 

 A list of festivals and dulcimer events 

 

We have been receiving many recommendations and tips for a good newsletter.  Each 

one is very valuable and please keep them coming.  Let us know what you like and do 

not like in the newsletter.  You will not offend me or Mary with constructive input.   

 

This month we have asked Peg Earl and Mary  Colgan to be our first “Meet the        

Members” participants.  Their stories are wonderful and it is so nice for newbies like me 

to get to know these members  before we meet in person.  We have also asked Mark 

Alan Wade to be the “Meet the Performer and  Teacher” person for this month.  Mark 

is also a new trustee board member.   

 

Thank you for allowing  Mary and I to serve the club through this newsletter.  We will be 

trying to include each recommendation so please be patient if your request was not   

included in this issue .  Don’t hesitate to ask again if you don’t see your request.   

 

Sincerely, 

Kathy and Mary  
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Meet an ODPC Performer and Teacher 
 

Mark Alan Wade: 
 

 
I first saw a hammered dulcimer while visiting my  

parents’ college friends in Bardstown,  Kentucky.  

They all attended Berea College where folk art and  

music is still valued and taught. While visiting, our 

hosts  mentioned that their daughter had a hammered  

dulcimer and had learned to play a few songs.  

As soon as she played a few notes, I was in love!  

The sound was unlike anything I had ever heard. It sounded foreign, and ancient, and magical!  

 

I wanted one right away, but my parents assumed I would soon forget about it. So, I saved my 

allowance for over a year and never lost interest. I would even turn a guitar sideways and hit 

the strings trying to simulate what it would be like when I would finally get my own! This was 

all in 1988 before the internet was helpful in finding places who sold dulcimer. We did find, in 

the Columbus Yellow pages, Wildwood Music, in Coshocton, Ohio that sold dulcimers. By then 

my parents realized that this wasn’t a passing phase. I REALLY wanted to play the dulcimer! 

 

30-some years later, I am still in love with the sound of the dulcimer and now I make it my  

livelihood. I always knew I wanted to play music professionally. I went to college on a trumpet 

scholarship and went on to teach public school music for four years. I went back to graduate 

school at Ohio State University to work on my musicianship even deeper. Ultimately, I loved 

the academic side so much too that I stayed for my masters and doctorate degrees in music. 

That experience opened a lot of doors for me. I got to play with most of the regional            

symphonies and even got to play with the Beach Boys and for a few presidents.  

 

My son Brogan and family pet Pepper.  

I live in Akron, Ohio, with my 

wife, Cristina, and my two 

sons: Parker and Brogan. 

Both of my sons play the 

mountain dulcimer and will 

hopefully join me at the   

FunFest!    
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I taught full-time at a university for 10 years, and part time at a few others. I still love teaching 
trumpet and music theory, but when we moved to Akron, Ohio, I decided to be self-
employed. The closest trumpet professorship was in Minot, ND at the time! Musicianship is a 
lot like having a driver’s license: you can drive a van, or a car, or a truck. They’re all a bit    
different, but the rules are the same. Everything I was learning on trumpet in 9 years of       
college made me a better dulcimer player too. With the invention of Zoom, online lessons 
widened my lesson market to include anyone in the world. It’s great! I have students in         
Europe, Canada, East coast, and West coast and everywhere in between! New platforms like 
www.Patreon.com/markalanwade make it easy to share new lessons and tunes every month 
too! 
 

Still, there is nothing like live music with real human beings. That’s what I love so much about 

the Funfest and ODPC. It’s the people. I really enjoy the jamming and concerts, as well as 

sharing what I can to help others love this instrument as much as I do. I have been attending 

since around 1998 and have only had to miss a few years. One year I missed because I was 

moonlighting on trumpet in an orchestra in Austria. Shhh! Don’t tell my dulcimer. She gets 

jealous! 

 

Thanks for electing me to serve as a trustee for the ODPC. I’m happy to donate my time and 

volunteer to serve the dulcimer club that has had a part in allowing me to do what I love for a 

living. 

 
My contact information, as well as my books and CDs are available on my website: 
www.MarkAlanWade.com 
See you at the FunFest! 

Indoor concert at FunFest.  

http://www.Patreon.com/markalanwade
http://www.MarkAlanWade.com
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  Meet one of our members: Peg Earl 

 

 

 

 
 

Hi! My name is Peg Earl. I live with my husband Bruce and our Goldendoodle Nugget north of 
Montague MI. Our three sons are Brent, Jason and David. Brent lives in Colorado with his wife 
and two daughters. Jason and his wife live outside Twin Lake MI and David lived in CO. Some 
of you know God took David home last fall. His daughter had a birthday Oct. 3 and she is now 
7. She is a joy! 
 
I know you want to know about my dulcimer life,  
but I thought you might like to meet my family.  
They are a big part of my life. 
 
Let me see. I have always loved music. Played the clarinet in school. Was in 
the choir, rhythmic choir, and when I went to MSU I participated in the choir. Learned to 
“play” the guitar. Never did get beyond chording. Guess I was just too busy. I met my husband 
Bruce at MSU. After he graduated we moved to the west side of the state. 
 

Many years later I went to an art fair with a friend. I saw a mountain dulcimer and thought “I 

can do that”. My friend actually built a mountain dulcimer for me. I played that for a while 

and thought there’s got to be more to this. (No YouTube back then). I called a woman who 

was suggested and when I told her I wanted lessons on the lap dulcimer she got kind of un-

friendly and gave me another name. 

 

Enter Linda Foley. I went over to her house, met the hammered dulcimer and the rest is sorta’ 

history. I took lessons from Linda for a while and she finally threw me out of the nest. I         

remember being at the Black Swamp Festival in Lima, Ohio. I was pretty new. Gail Schwandt 

was scheduled to teach a workshop. She wasn’t able to make it and I taught my first class.  
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(Peg Earl con’t) 
That was the first festival I vendored at. I had started making soft-sided dulcimer cases to sup-
port my dulcimer habit (and made them for 18 years). Then there was the festival in Marshall. I 
remember meeting Bob Hubbach for the first time. I had been told he was really respected. He 
actually talked to me and asked what I was working on. Have you ever tried Woodchoppers 
Reel? As a newbie? He was so gracious and we’ve remained friends for years. Then there were 
the festivals in Hastings, Jackson and out of state. I vendored and made music with many new 
friends. Linda Foley and I had some fun trips and met many wonderful people in those years. 
For a number of years my friend Colette and I performed. She plays a mean guitar. The best gig 
was when we had fun and made money. We also volunteered playing at various nursing homes. 
My first year at Evart was 1985. I come to Evart every year, some years longer than others. My 
husband Bruce used to work in that area and he would stay at night and enjoy the music. Now 
he just wishes me fun and sends me off. 
 
Since my first year, the only thing that has ever kept me away is life. I was so fortunate to be 
there in those years and to have known Linda. Not only is she a good friend but at that time, 
when I knew nothing about jamming etiquette, she hung with me. That is such an important 
skill. 
 
I used to take workshops and would still take a workshop now and then. The one thing I found 
(and I realize everyone is different) is that the workshops are wonderful but so is just jamming 
and using what I learned in the workshop to interact with friends. 
 
I believe that the club can’t survive as it is without volunteers. I have served as club treasurer, 
taught workshops and also been active in gate duty. I remember Cindy Baker and I running 
around and signing people up to “work the gates”. So many people were willing to help if we 
only asked. 
 
I never did get a 4 year college degree. I did take some more classes, however and do have an 
associates degree in sociology. What does that have to do with anything, you say? It just affirms 
the fact that I enjoy people, and helping wherever I’m needed. 
 
What do I see in the future for the ODPC? I see people working together to preserve and pro-
mote the hammered dulcimer. That is why the Club was formed and I see us doing that in har-
mony while planning a Funfest with a balance of workshops, jamming and stage shows. I see 
families and friends learning about the festival and wanting to attend. The friends and music 
I’ve enjoyed are beyond measure. 
 
Looking forward to seeing old friends this next and meeting many more new friends. 
I guess that’s my story and my thoughts, 
Peg 
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Welcome to our new board members. 

Mary Colgan, Brian Burchett, and      

Jim Newtown 

 
 

Mary Colgan, Trustee: Freeman and I first visited an ODPC Funfest in 2009 on a Satur-

day. We didn't realize 'listening to music' in the daytime on Saturday 'didn't exist'.  We 

attended a 'One on One' Workshop being offered, and, by the end of that hour I'd decided "I 

could do that!" and sent Freeman off to the vendors to 'see how much these things are" 

while I headed to another class.  

I ended up buying my first dulcimer that day and immediately started my journey into the 
world of the Hammered Dulcimer. We are lucky enough to be within or around an hour from 
4-5 clubs, so we take advantage of those as often as we can.  

The Funfest has become a 'must do' vacation ever since.  Freeman is responsible for the 
workshop area "set up and take down"  for the Funfest.  My motto is:  'good friends, good 
food, good music - what else do I need?'  That's what keeps us going back!  I look forward to 
being the 'members voice' on the ODPC board as Trustee.  Please feel free to contact me 
at creativegirlatheart@gmail.com.  (I don't answer my phone unless it's a number I know - so, 
email works best!)    

Mary Colgan aka MaryC       

mailto:creativegirlatheart@gmail.com
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Brian Burchett, Trustee:  “I’ve attended the Evart  Funfest for nearly 20 years.  While 

my kids were growing up we participated in workshops for guitar, fiddle, and                        

mandolin.  Eventually I became hooked on the hammered dulcimer and bought my first        

instrument.  The past two years have really brought home to me how much I'm looking       

forward to the festival in 2022.  'Absence makes the heart grow fonder.'  My professional     

experience is in educational technology at the university level, which has allowed me to work 

with a wide variety of people on projects large and small.  You can always reach out to me 

at bburchet@gmail.com, or by text or phone at 574.256.8335." 

 

Jim Newtown, Treasurer:   
 

JIM NEWTOWN (aka “Mustang Jim”) is a  

retired Information Systems professor from Baker College  

(PhD in education from MSU, bachelors with Business  

Administration major from U of M Flint). He was on the  

board of the Flint Contra Dancers, co-founder of the  

Homegrown Contraband, and former Civil Air Patrol Squad-

ron Commander in Owosso. He currently is his church’s 

treasurer and condo association’s secretary. He is an inter-

mediate hammered dulcimer player, a member of the Silver 

Strings Dulcimer Society in Livonia, and the Jolly Strings and 

Hammers in Midland. “Over the years, I have enjoyed and benefited from the festival. I would 

now like to give back to the ODPC and maybe help make the festival even better.”   You can 

contact Jim at treasurerodpc@gmail.com or at  810-919-9377 .     

     

mailto:bburchet@gmail.com
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Mary C.  Sent this song for our first issue.   

 

Here is  the story behind how she came to know this tune.  There are many recordings on 

YouTube  and there is  an online link to the  sheet music.   

 

“Sami Osler introduced me to this tune at the Hillsdale 'Unfest' this summer.  I had heard 

the 'title' of the tune before, but hadn't really tried playing it... but, thanks to Sami's jam 

request - here you have it!“ 
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 FESTIVALS 2021 
  

John C. Campbell Folkschool Online 

Classes for mountain dulcimer, flatfoot 

clogging, harp and other traditional skills 

John C. Campbell Folkschool Online 

  

 Winter Creek Reunion 
October 7-9, 2021  
Bennington, Okla 

rrvdc.com 
 

QuaranTune 5.0 
October 7-10, 2021 

Virtualdulcimerfest.com 
 

Dulcimer Chautauqua On The Wabash 

October 14-17, 2021 

New Harmony, IN 

dulcimerchautauquaonthewabash.com 

 

12th Annual New Mexico Dulcimer Festival 

October 15-16, 2021 

Virtual Festival  nmdulcfest.com 

 

Black Mountain Music Festival 

October 16-21, 2022 

Black Mountain, NC 

blackmountainmusicfest.com 

 

Hackbrett Online Festival 2.0 

October 23-24, 2021 

Virtual Festival  hackbrettfestival.com 

 

North-East Ohio Hammered Dulcimer 

Weekend 

November 5-7, 2021 

Virtual Festival  NEODulcimer.com 

Nonsuch Dulcimer Club UK Annual Weekend 

2021 

November 6-7, 2021 

Virtual Festival  dulcimer.org.uk 

 

Stephen Foster Dulcimer Retreat 

November 13, 2021 

Virtual Festival  stephenfosterdulcimer-

retreat.com 

 

North Georgia Foothills Dulcimer Association 

Festival 

November 18-20, 2021 

Virtual Festival  ngfda.com 

 

FESTIVALS 2022 
  

Dulcimer U Winter Weekend 

January 6-8, 2022 

Lambuth Inn, Lake Junaluska, NC 

Wcu.edu 

 

Corydon Dulcimer Society Winter Retreat 

January 28-30, 2022 

Spring Mill State Park, Mitchell, IN 

corydondulcimersociety.com 

 

Central Florida Dulcimer Festival 

February 10-12, 2022 

Mount Dora, FL 

Website under construction 

 

9th Annual Florida Gulf Coast Dulcimer  

February 24-27, 2022 

Homosassa Springs, FL 

gulfcoastdulcimer.com 
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2022 Castaway Music Cruise 

February 28 – March 5, 2022 

Homasassa Springs, FL 

Castawaymusiccruise.com 

 

23rd Annual Dulcimer Workshops 

March 19, 2022 

Kansas City, Missouri 

lindadan.com 

 

Palestine Old Time Music and Dulcimer 

Festival 

March 24-26, 2022 

Palestine, Texas 

oldpalmusic.com 

 

Buckeye Dulcimer Festival 

April 27-May 1, 2022 

Ashley, Ohio 

buckeyedulcimerfestival.com 

 

Berkeley Dulcimer Gathering 

Mary 13-15, 2022 

TBD 

berkeleydulcimergathering.com 

 

Crooked Road Dulcimer Festival 

May 22-26, 2022 

Ferrum College, Ferrum Virginia 

ferrum.edu 

 

Gebhard Woods Dulcimer and Traditional 

Music Festival 

June 11-12, 2022 

Morris, IL 

gebharddulcimer.org 

Kentucky Music Week 

June 19-24, 2022 

Bardstown, KY 

kentuckymusicweek.com 

 

Dulcimer Week in the Wallowas 

July 3-9, 2022 

Wallowa Lake, Joseph, OR 

wallowadulcimer.com 

 

ODPC Funfest 

July 14-15, 2022 

Evart, MI 
Evartdulcimerfest.org 

What’s the difference           

between a piano and a fish? 

 

 

(You can’t tuna fish.) 
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Some members have asked that areas that have jams scheduled on a regular basis be included in the  ODPC 

Newsletter.  Freeman Gilmore submitted the following jams.  If you have questions contact Freeman 

at freeman.gilmore@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Folk legend Stan Rogers was recently commemorated on a postage stamp.  Canadian Post released the 
stamp this summer, featuring Stan singing and playing guitar with a backdrop of Fogarty’s Cove, near Canso, 
Nova Scotia.  The new stamp is available online and at all    Canadian Post outlets.                                                         

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

There will be two jams the second and fourth Thursday of the month as usual except July and August        
because of festivals.  Second jam hosted by Paula Brawdy  The location is The Fowlerville Church of the   
Nazarene.  It is located in a strip mall at 8040 Country Corner Drive  Fowlerville, MI 48836.  (Use the far east 
door.) 

Whole wheat pancakes at 11am.   All you can eat.    Made from whole wheat with rolled oats, corn meal, 
cranberries, and spices; served with butter and brown sugar simple syrup.  If you would like other things 
served with the pancakes bring them along, and we will help you eat them. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/8040+Country+Corner+Dr,+Fowlerville,+MI+48836/@42.6440775,-
84.0754662,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x88233c90e939a51b:0x2dca929b4ccb66dc!8m2!3d42.6440775!4d-
84.0732775                  

                          Some following the jam meet at Great Lakes Family Restaurant for supper. 

mailto:freeman.gilmore@gmail.com

